Homework Success Strategies

Homework definitely needs to be your child’s responsibility. Don’t sit by your child as he/she does their homework, or you may find you are still doing this when they are in high school. The more you help, the more helpless they become.

If your child has a problem, teach them to reread the question, as well as, the directions, look for important vocabulary words, and study the examples. Do NOT jump in until these steps have been taken, and you will teach your child a valuable study skill. Allow your child to make mistakes. Give genuine praise. 

Remember, expect independence and you will get independence.

Here are some other suggestions to make homework less stressful:

     1. Be sure that your child uses the assignment book that has been given to them. This way you will be aware of the assigned work and you can check to be sure it has been completed. Let your child decide the order in which they want to do the assigned work.

2. Make a homework supply box – have the same supplies that the children have at school PLUS THESE:

a. pencil sharpener
b. stapler                    c. note cards

                    d. dictionary    
e. tape                        f. 3 hole punch

g. construction paper             h. correction fluid
    i. sticky notes

    Remember, by having the right tools you can do a better job.

3. Teach your child to be organized by having a homework plan for:

a. place to study
b. a time to begin studying

c. a time to end studying
d. other scheduled activities

e. reviewing daily classwork
f. studying for tests

Remember, a good plan only works if you stick to it.

4. If your child has a long-range assignment or test coming up, help them break it into smaller daily tasks. An erasable planner is GREAT for this.

Remember, the responsibility of homework belongs to the student.

5. Provide a “drop place”. This is where your child puts ALL necessary items for the following school day. This can also include a “drop-box” for parent information.

Remember, developing organizational skills leads to less stress.

